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Curry Health Foundation and the Rotary Clubs of Gold Beach and Brookings joined forces 
for the “High on Health” 2011 dinner/auction, providing an opportunity for the community 
to share an enjoyable evening. Enough money was raised to purchase two cardiac diagnostic 
systems, one for Curry Medical Clinic and one for Curry General Hospital. 

The Impedance Cardiography (ICG) test helps access, diagnose and treat patients with heart 
failure, shortness of breath, high blood pressure and pacemakers. Dr. Luther Ward, surgeon 
for the health district, says, “The ICG helps take care of more complicated patients in a safer 
manner”.  It is goal directed therapy that can be performed locally.  This non invasive system 
is quicker, less expensive and immediate. When a patient is not responding in the expected 
manner the test helps the doctor make decisions about a different course of treatment. n

17TH ANNUAL 
CHAMPAGNE JET BOAT 

CRUISE & DINNER  
On Sunday, September 18, Happy Days 
Malt Shop kicked off the annual “Jet Boat 
Cruise and Dinner” with champagne and 
hors d’oeuvres. After the delightful jet boat 
trip up the river a delicious buffet dinner was 
served at Singing Springs Resort.

Julie Scherbarth, (above) EMT I, from the 
Agness Illahe RFPD gave a short history 
of the grants they have received from the 
foundation since 2001. These grants include 
items such as equipment for the rescue van, 
EMT trainings, mass casualty response, train-
ing mannequin and CPAP & EZ-10 kits. Julie 
emphasized how important these grants have 
been to this remote community.  For example 
she stated that the mannequin is used it to 
keep rescue skill levels honed. n
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Dear Readers,

We are excited to announce that donors’ contributions have enabled Curry Health Foundation to enhance local healthcare by over 
half a million dollars since 1995.  

Donations of varying amounts have supported community healthcare from A (automatic external defibrillators) to V (ventilators), 
funding new and existing programs, special projects, and buying needed equipment.  It’s less about the equipment and more 
about the lives that have been impacted in this little corner of Oregon.  Grant articles included show how these grants have made 
a difference this year alone.

We are all inundated with requests for charitable contributions.  In this economic climate we are finding it is important to be selec-
tive in our giving.  Keep in mind, this foundation is right here in your home town, doing good things that affect you and the people 
you know and care about.  Every contribution to Curry Health Foundation-no matter how small- makes a tremendous difference 
in the lives of Curry County residents.

The board of directors would like to thank all of our generous donors.  Working together we can continue to make a difference in 
the quality of care locally. If you are not yet a donor please consider using CHF as the recipient for your charitable giving.  

Please use the enclosed envelope for your donation and know that your contribution will be put to good use right here at home.

Thank you, 
 Curry Health Foundation Board of Directors

Exceeding $500,000 READY TO SMILE

Tooth decay is 5 times more com-
mon than asthma and 7 times more 
common than hay fever.

CHF again supported the Ready to 
Smile program in county schools.  
With matching funds available the re-
sults have been astounding.  At just 
one school in 8 days 296 students 
received dental screenings, 119 stu-
dents received 396 dental sealants 
and fluoride, (grades 1, 2, 6, and 
7), 309 students received education 
and dental kits.  Even apprehensive 
students, eager to receive this kit, sit 
willingly for their exams. Also, this year efforts are being made to coor-
dinate with Tooth Taxi and Medical Teams International Dental Vans to 
provide restorative dental care after screening and continuing to work 
with local dentists, dental associations and service clubs to provide care 
in local dental offices.n

AGNESS ILLAHE RFPD GRANT      

Agness Illahe Rural Fire Protection District received nearly $2500 from 
Curry Health Foundation to pur-
chase two needed pieces of equip-
ment.  One was a CPAP kit which 
is an advanced respiratory device 
designed for use in an ambulance/
EMS environment.  It is used to 
assist breathing for sufferers of 
congestive heart failure and COPD.  
Also, the CPAP is used for asthma, 
near drowning and other forms of 
difficulty breathing. The second 
purchase was for a complete EZ-IO 
kit for their ambulance. The EZ-IO 
is for immediate vascular access in 
trauma patients, cardiac code pa-
tients and patients where IV fluids 
are crucial but a vein is not readily 
accessible. n

WELBORN GRANT
A big thank-you was given to 
a couple of locals who have 
made a huge difference in 
healthcare for this area.  Mau-
reen Welborn and Neal Swem 
worked diligently along with 
CHF to raise $25,500 for a 
Respironics® Ventilator ma-
chine in 2010 to be used in 
treating patients with respira-
tory problems. The remainder 

of the grant was recently used to purchase educational material, an 
OMNI-VENT Portable Ventilator and a pedal exerciser.  All items are 
used in the new cardio-pulmonary department at Curry General Hos-
pital enabling patients to be treated right here in Curry County.  One 
program participant feels moving here saved her life because the cardio 
pulmonary program offers education, exercise and support – someone 
to talk to who understands her sit-
uation. To quote her “the people 
here are so cool”.  When a grate-
ful participant wanted to shake the 
hands of Maureen and Neal for all 
they’ve done Maureen’s response 
was “I don’t shake hands, I hug”.

It was an emotional and rewarding 
moment for everyone present. n

CLINICAL EXPRESS SOFTWARE GRANT
CHF, using funds from generous donors, gave a $4000 grant to the 
District’s Radiology department to purchase software to convert patient 
images from x-ray film to digital images. With this software the district 
saves tens of thousands of dollars that would have gone to an outside 
company to migrate film images and data. 

This new software will be used for scanning prior film-based mammogra-
phy studies into the new system. The film is then reviewed alongside the 

new digital study on digital mam-
mography workstations. Soon, 
digital imaging will be available 
in both Curry Medical Center in 
Brookings and at Curry General 
Hospital in Gold Beach. n
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How You Can Support Local Healthcare

A contribution to Curry Health Foundation is one way you can make a difference 
in medical services available in Curry County.  To help ensure that residents have 
quality care you may:

 • Answer the direct mail request from CHF
 • Contribute to our fundraising events
 • Dedicate memorial gifts in the names of special people in your lives
 • Choose CHF as the recipient of your charitable gift and designate how and  
  where you want the funds to be used
 • Leave a Legacy by naming CHF as a partial beneficiary in a will, insurance  
  policy or retirement account.

 n	 n	 n		

“To support Curry General Hospital and the delivery of health services throughout Curry County by representing these needs to the public, and by the soliciting, holding and 
granting of funds for use in providing the medical and hospital facilities needed in the general community of Curry County”

Thanks to our generous donors a total of $51,900 has been made available for our 2011grant cycle. 
Thank you for making it possible for the Foundation to continue it’s mission:

a healthier community

GRANTS GIVEN IN 2011
  

    Agness Illahe RFP..................$2,485
     BioZ Dx .............................$20,000
    Radiology software ................$4,000
 Children’s Dental ..................$2,500 
 Cardio Respiratory Materials...$2,350
 Nursing Education.................$1,600
 Infant Warmer .......................$4,000

This board is displayed in the lobby of 
the hospital in recognition of donors 
who, since the founding of this non profit 
organization, have made accumulative 
contributions totaling $1000 or more. n
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